| ow Fluing Aircraf

Most weekdays, weather permitting, the peace and tranquility of the valley is
broken by the roar of low flying jets. [t can be quite exciting to see these
aircraft fly by the front door of the Prigands, Mallwyd is in a central position
on the Mach loop

The Mach L_ooP is a set of va”egs, situated between Do]gc”au in the north,
and Machgn”eth in the south (and from which the Macl‘l LOOP gets its name),
which are regular19 used for low level ﬂight training, with Hging as low as 250

feet (76 metres} from the nearest terrain.
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T o the south of the Macl-\ LooP there is an area called T actical Training
Area 7], in which, at sPcciFied times, the aircraft may Hg as low as 100 feet
(0.5 Metres). T}‘ue Rogal Air [Torce Publish a timetable of when the

Tactical Training Areas may be in use, however exPerience shows this to be



of little use in determining whether low level Hying will take Place ona

Particu]ar dag ortime.

[_ow Hying is a vital skill for military aircrew, and the Koyal Air [Force uses
various areas of the (Jnited Kingdom for low level flight training. T he
(nited Kingdom is sP]it into 18 low flying areas, (or “| [TAs”), the | [T As
being numbered 1-19 (strangely there is no | [FA15). T he Ministry of
Defence website has a map showing the location of the low fly areas. T he

Mac!'s LOOP is located within I F A7, which covers the whole of Wales,
except for a small section in the north-east of Fowgs, which is within [ [TAS.

A favourite spot Forfastjet Photographers is Pwlch Oerddrws on the
A470 between Dolgc”au and Dinas Mawddwg. Thereisa small car Park at
the highcst Point of the pass and the keen Photographers climb the hill

behind the car Park so that they look down on the aircraft with some amazing

results.




